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Abstract. The nomenclature of the new combina-

tion Fritillaria pyrenaica L. subsp. falcata (E. Rico)

R. Alonso, de Paz & M. E. Garcia (Liliaceae) is

presented. The taxon, endemic to the Iberian

Peninsula, was initially described under the illegit-

imate later homonym F. falcata Caball. Herein, we

correct the authorities of the basionym F. lusitanica

Wikstr. i. falcata (Caball.) E. Rico and the replaced

synonym F. nervosa Willd. subsp. falcata (Caball.)

Eern.- Arias & Devesa.
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In 1947, Caballero described the species Fritil-

laria falcata Caball. (Liliaceae) on the basis of

specimens with falcate and longitudinally folded

leaves from the Pena de Erancia mountainous area in

the province of Salamanca in the center of Spain

(Caballero, 1947). According to Article 53.1 of the

International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (ICBN;

McNeill et ah, 2006), this is an illegitimate name

because it is a later homonym of F. falcata (Jeps.) D.

E. Beetle. Beetle’s name was based on F. atropurpur-

ea Nutt. var. falcata Jeps. (Jepson, 1922; Beetle,

1944) and included specimens from western Cal-

ifornia in the United States. The name F. falcata

Caball. was later transferred first at the rank of form

and later at the rank of subspecies. Rico Hernandez

(1985) treated this taxon as F. lusitanica Wikstr. f.

falcata (Caball.) E. Rico, noting that the diagnostic

characteristics of the species given by Caballero were

quite variable.

Later, in a monograph on the genus Fritillaria L.,

Eernandez- Arias Gonzalez and Devesa (1990a)

published the intended new combination, F. nervosa

Willd. subsp. /a/cato (Caball.) Eern. -Arias & Devesa,

based on the morphology of the nectary, which is

considered taxonomically significant in the genus.

Nectaries of F. lusitanica are oblong, while in F.

nervosa these are rounded, just as they are in the

taxon here considered. In both combinations, no

account was taken in regard to the illegitimate status

of the basionym of the form and variety. Hence,

although the epithet falcata is available for use at the

ranks of form and variety in these two species, the

authorship to Caballero is incorrect. According to

Article 58.1 of the ICBN (McNeill et ah, 2006), the
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